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1.0 Introduction 

Clay Pit Clay Pit State Vehicular Recreation Area 
Final EIR 1-1 June 2012 

Chapter 1.0 – Introduction 

On February 8, 2012, the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMVR) Division of the California 

Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks) released to the general public and public 

agencies the Draft General Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Clay Pit State 

Vehicular Recreation Area (Clay Pit SVRA or the SVRA). The proposed General Plan will guide 

development and future management of the SVRA. It contains a comprehensive and integrated set 

of goals and guidelines for the development and long-term management of the SVRA that focuses 

on activities and facilities at the SVRA, protection of environmental resources, provisions of visitor 

use and opportunities, administration and operations, and integration with the surrounding 

community. 

The Draft EIR that accompanied the General Plan contains an environmental analysis of 

potentially significant effects that could result from implementation of the General Plan. Together, 

the Draft EIR and this document, including the response to comments, constitute the Final 

Environmental Impact Report for the SVRA General Plan. 

In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21091 and California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15087, a 45-day public review period for the Draft General Plan 

and Draft EIR was provided. The public was advised of the availability of the Draft General Plan 

and Draft EIR through legal notices placed in local newspapers, emails, direct mailings, and 

notification on the OHMVR Division planning web site. A public notice (Notice of Availability) was 

posted with the Butte County clerk/recorder, and was published in the Chico Enterprise-Record, 

and the Oroville Mercury-Register. Copies of the Draft General Plan and Draft EIR were also made 

available for review at the following locations: the Oroville and Chico Public Libraries, State Parks 

Northern Buttes District Office, Twin Cities District Office at Prairie City SVRA, the California State 

Parks OHMVR Division Headquarters, and on the OHMVR Division web site. 

The public review period for the Draft General Plan and Draft EIR ended on March 24, 2012. 

During the public review period comments were received from several agencies and individuals. 

This document provides responses to the written comments received during the public review 

period. The focus of the response to comments is on the disposition of environmental issues that 

have been raised in the comments, as specified by CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(b). The 

response to comments also includes issues related to planning considerations of the General Plan. 

This document is organized as follows: 

Chapter 1 (Introduction) provides a brief overview of the public review process of the Draft 

General Plan and Draft EIR, and describes the organization of the Final EIR. 

Chapter 2 (List of Commenters) provides a list, in table format, of all written comments received 

on the SVRA Draft General Plan and Draft EIR during the public review period. 
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Chapter 3 (Comments and Responses) provides a complete copy of, and responses to, all written 

comments on the SVRA Draft General Plan and Draft EIR received during the public review period. 

Chapter 4 (Recommended Changes to the General Plan and EIR) provides a reproduction of 

portions of the Draft General Plan and Draft EIR with proposed revisions to text made in response 

to comments. These changes will be incorporated in the Draft General Plan and Draft EIR to be 

submitted to the OHMVR Commission for approval. 
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2.0 List of Commenters 

Clay Pit Clay Pit State Vehicular Recreation Area 
Final EIR 2-1 June 2012 

Chapter 2.0 – List of Commenters 

This chapter provides a list of all public comments received on the Clay Pit SVRA Draft General 

Plan and Draft EIR during the public review period. Table 2-1 indicates the commenter/ 

organization that submitted written comments and the date the comment(s) were received. 

TABLE 2-1: LIST OF WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED 

Letter 
Number 

Commenter 
Agency/Organization/ 

Individual Represented 
Date Received 

1 James Herota, Staff 
Environmental Scientist 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board, 
Floodway Projects Improvements 
Branch 

February 23, 2012 

2 Rob Cone, Division Chief CAL FIRE, Butte County Fire and 
Rescue 

February 9, 2012 

3 Daniel C. Moench, Assistant 
Manager 

Butte County Mosquito and Vector 
Control District 

March 23, 2012 

4 Steven Seidenglanz Steven Seidenglanz March 15, 2012 

5 Patrick A. Fox Visitor February 8, 2012 

6 Kelly Miller, District Manager Butte County Resource Conservation 
District 

February 8, 2012 

7 Russ Fowler, Battalion Chief CAL FIRE, Butte County Fire 
Department 

March 3, 2012 

8 Bill Cochran, Chief Department of Water Resources, 
License Coordination Branch, Oroville 
Field Division, Division of Operation 
and Maintenance 

March 26, 2012 

9 Dan Love Feather River Rockcrawlers February 13, 2012 

10 Scott Morgan, Director Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research, State Clearinghouse 

March 27, 2012 
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    3.0 Comments and Responses 

Clay Pit Clay Pit State Vehicular Recreation Area 
Final EIR 3-1 June 2012 

Chapter 3.0 – Comments and Responses 

This chapter provides a complete copy of the written comments received on the Draft General 

Plan and Draft EIR for the Clay Pit SVRA, and presents responses to significant environmental 

issues raised in the comments, as required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15132. Comments 

pertaining to the Draft General Plan are also addressed. 

Each letter received is reproduced in its entirety. The responses to comments directly follow each 

letter. 
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3.1 Letter 1 James Herota 
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Letter 
1 

Response 

 
James Herota 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board  
February 23, 2012 

 

1-1 Prior to moving forward with any site specific implementation projects, the OHMVR Division will 
coordinate with local, state and federal agencies, including the Central Valley Flood Protection 
Board as necessary, to obtain permits as required and abide by all permit conditions and 
management recommendations when implementing projects. Water Guideline 4.5 has been 
added to page 4-21 of the Draft General Plan to clearly articulate this coordination with the 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board.  

1-2 The discussion of potential cumulative hydrology and water quality impacts has been revised to 
clarify the basis for concluding that the project’s potential incremental effect on flooding is not 
cumulatively considerable.  

1-3 Vegetation plantings for restoration activities and landscaping proposed at the Clay Pit SVRA will 
be minor relative to the water storage capacity of the Clay Pit SVRA site. Planting efforts are not 
anticipated to interfere with flood control efforts. Implementation of Guidelines 4.1-4.5 would 
anticipate and accommodate flooding issues during site specific planning. In addition, as stated 
under response to comment (RTC) 1-1 above, prior to moving forward with any site specific 
implementation projects, the OHMVR Division will coordinate with local, state and federal 
agencies, including the Central Valley Flood Protection Board, to obtain permits as required and 
abide by all permit conditions and management recommendations. 
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3.2 Letter 2 Rob Cone 
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Letter 
2 

Response 

 
Rob Cone 
CAL FIRE, Butte County Fire and Rescue  
February 9, 2012 

 

2-1 Thank you for this information. Edits have been made to Section 2.4.2 Public Safety of the General 
Plan as appropriate.  

2-2 The OHMVR Division is aware of this confusion. The Division hopes to provide clarity on this 
issue in the future by specifying jurisdiction of the two facilities on public information materials 
(e.g. newsletters, signage, website) that it produces, by specifying who to contact in case of 
emergency on informational materials, and by working with staff from the adjacent Department 
of Fish and Game (DFG) wildlife area (including the shooting range) to encourage appropriate 
uses at the wildlife area and the Clay Pit SVRA. These intentions are reflected in IE Guideline 4.7 
and 4.8 in the General Plan.  
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3.3 Letter 3 Daniel C. Moench 
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Letter 
3 

Response 

 
Daniel C. Moench  
Butte County Mosquito and Vector Control District  
March 23, 2012 

 

3-1  Water Guideline 4.3 requires that facilities envisioned in the General Plan be designed to avoid 
unwanted ponding and flooding. Implementation of this guideline would reduce the potential of 
establishing new mosquito breeding sites within the SVRA. Language has been added to this 
guideline to specifically state that ponding and flooding should be avoided to minimize potential 
mosquito breeding. 

3-2 The “shallow Oxbow Lake” is not located in the Clay Pit SVRA, but rather, in the adjacent wildlife 
area under the jurisdiction of the DFG. Consistent with Water Guideline 4.3, any improvements 
(e.g. culvert installations, vegetation rehabilitation) made to the “Airport Drainage Channel” that 
bisects the Clay Pit SVRA would be designed to avoid unwanted ponding and flooding. Overall 
drainage of the site would be expected to improve under the proposed managed conditions. 

3-3 No open sewage treatment facilities (e.g. treatment ponds) are proposed in the General Plan. The 
proposed Headquarters facilities would require the use of an engineered septic system, but the 
system would be enclosed and would not provide potential mosquito breeding habitat.  

3-4 Thank you for providing this information. Upon adoption of the General Plan, the OHMVR 
Division will coordinate with the Butte County Mosquito and Vector Control District to discuss 
any responsibilities of the Division related to mosquito control. 

3-5 The District has been added to the Clay Pit SVRA mailing list. 
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3.4 Letter 4 Steven Seidenglanz 
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Letter 
4 

Response 

 
Steven Seidenglanz  
 
March 15, 2012 

 

4-1 Funding for Clay Pit SVRA is provided from the Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund. The use of this 
funding is restricted by Public Resource Code Section 5090.61 to be used solely for the support of 
the off-highway motor vehicle recreation program. The funding is not available for operation of 
other State Park Units like Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park. 

4-2 The size and other details of the proposed headquarters building and maintenance yard are 
specified in section 4.3.3 “Proposed Facilities” of the General Plan. 

4-3 The Clay Pit SVRA is currently staffed by State Park Peace Officers who provide law enforcement 
and emergency services seven days per week, as specified in section 2.4.2 “Public Safety” in the 
General Plan. As described in section 4.3.3 “Proposed Facilities,” the proposed headquarters 
facilities “will play an important role in enabling other proposed facilities and visitor uses in the 
future. These buildings will include the materials and staff needed to maintain Clay Pit SVRA at a 
higher intensity of use.” 

4-4 The source of water supply required in the future for anticipated facilities has not yet been 
determined. As described in the “Operations and Maintenance” subsection of section 4.3.4 
“Anticipated Facilities and Services,” water needed for anticipated facilities “could be supplied 
from onsite well(s), or could be brought to the site from water supply facilities serving the 
Oroville Municipal Airport.” In addition, Water Guideline 3.2 encourages the use of recycled water 
“for dust control and irrigation as allowed by water quality and health regulations and as 
available at the site or nearby.”  

4-5 As stated in the EIR, Impact 3.8-3, “Because the water supply source that will be used to support 
future development envisioned in the General Plan has not yet been determined, both surface 
water and groundwater are evaluated herein.” The analysis concluded that there was sufficient 
water supply available via groundwater to meet the long-term needs of the project “without 
causing the supply to be depleted (i.e., a net deficit of aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level).” Likewise, the analysis concluded that because Butte County has been 
unable to use their entire State Water Project allocation within the County and has sought to find 
in-county uses for its entire allocation, “this water would be suitable to meet the long-term water 
demand required to implement the General Plan.” In addition, as described in Impact 3.8-3, 
General Plan Water Guideline 3.1 requires that when the OHMVR Division develops detailed plans 
for facilities envisioned in the future that “they assess available water sources that will yield 
sufficient water supplies needed for operation and maintenance of the facilities, and that they 
develop this water supply as appropriate in compliance with state regulatory requirements at 
that time.” Your comments regarding the potential use of well water will be taken into account 
when a decision is being made about the source of water supply for the future water demand at 
the SVRA.  

4-6 The majority of the water demand that would be required to implement the General Plan is 
anticipated to be used for dust control rather than for watering “mud features.” The comment that 
created mud features are not needed because mud features currently exist on the property for 
many months of the year (i.e., features such as ponds and swales that exist during the rainy 
season) will be taken in to account when the specifics of anticipated facilities are being developed.  
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4-7 The site and layout of the proposed headquarters was chosen to avoid loss of vernal pools. 
Likewise, the Use Areas and conceptual locations of anticipated facilities were designed to avoid 
loss of vernal pool habitat to the greatest extent possible by placing these facilities in areas that 
have the lowest densities of vernal pools within the SVRA. A number of Goals and Guidelines 
included in the General Plan require the protection of natural resources such as vernal pool 
habitats and water quality (e.g. NRM Goal 1 and accompanying Guidelines, NRM Goal 2 and 
accompanying Guidelines, Water Goals 1 and 2 and accompanying Guidelines, DMA Goal 1 and 
accompanying Guidelines). In particular, Water Guideline 1.2 states that “if impacts on 
jurisdictional features cannot be fully avoided, determine the acreage of direct impacts (i.e., fill of 
wetlands) and indirect impacts (i.e., alterations to wetland hydrology) that would result,” obtain 
the appropriate permits, and implement all conditions of these agreements such that the 
functions and values of all affected wetlands and other waters of the United States (e.g. vernal 
pools) are replaced, restored, or enhanced on a “no net loss” basis. All of these measures would 
serve to avoid, minimize, and mitigate any potential impacts to vernal pool habitat. These 
measures are consistent with the types of mitigation of any other project undertaken by private 
or public entities in California. 
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3.5 Letter 5 Patrick A. Fox 
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Letter 
5 

Response 

 
Patrick A. Fox 
Visitor 
February 8, 2012 

 

5-1  The shooting range located south of the Clay Pit SVRA managed by the DFG and is not part of the 
General Plan area. 

5-2 Implementation of the Clay Pit SVRA General Plan would include the retention of much of the Clay 
Pit SVRA (the Open OHV Recreation Area) in its current unimproved state. 
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3.6 Letter 6 Kelly Miller 
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Letter 
6 

Response 

 
Kelly Miller 
Butte County Resource Conservation District  
February 8, 2012 

 

6-1  Kelly Miller, District Manager of the Butte County Resource Conservation District, has been added 
to the project mailing list. 
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3.7 Letter 7 Russ Fowler 
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Letter 

7 
Response 

 
Russ Fowler  
CAL FIRE, Butte County Fire Department  
March 3, 2012 

 

7-1 Thank you for this information. Edits have been made to Section 2.4.2 Public Safety of the General 
Plan as appropriate.   
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3.8 Letter 8 Bill Cochran 
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Letter 

8 
Response 

 
Bill Cochran  
Department of Water Resources, Division of Operation and Maintenance  
March 26, 2012 

 

8-1 This information is reflected in Section 1.3 “Purpose Acquired” in the General Plan. 

8-2 Many General Plan Goals and Guidelines address water quality both within the SVRA and for 
water leaving the SVRA, as outlined in EIR Impact 3.8-2. In particular, DMA Goal 1 and 
accompanying Guidelines require the development of a “parkwide water quality management 
plan to address the quality of all surface waters entering the SVRA, traveling through the SVRA, 
and leaving the SVRA through the Drainage Management Area.” Drainage Management Area 
(DMA) Guideline 1.2 requires that this plan “identify, design, and implement measures in Clay Pit 
SVRA that would eliminate or minimize potential impacts on water quality, including erosion and 
sedimentation. Define or outline all practices to be used parkwide that could affect water quality. 
These practices could include practices to be used at fueling and maintenance sites; cleanup 
practices in case of accidental release of pollutants; maintenance practices for sediment traps, 
basins, and swales; and steps to follow when adaptive management requires voluntary closures 
or mandatory closures of sensitive areas.” Implementation of these Goals and Guidelines would 
improve the quality of water that drains into the downstream Oroville Wildlife Area.  

8-3 The outcome requested in this comment is reflected in IE Guideline 4.8. of the General Plan. 

8-4 This outcome reflected in this comment is reflected in OM Guideline 1.4. of the General Plan. 

8-5 As noted in the comment, DMA Goal 1 refers to improving the quality of surface water entering 
the SVRA, traveling through the SVRA, and leaving the SVRA. The Goal requires the development 
of a “parkwide water quality management plan” thus capturing water quality issues across the 
entire SVRA, including water exiting the park. Implementing supporting Guidelines 1.1-1.3 would 
help achieve this goal. DMA Guideline 1.1 addresses water quality issues related to run-on to the 
SVRA, while DMA Guideline 1.2 and 1.3 address water quality issues related to on-site surface 
waters. Addressing water quality issues from all sources would improve the quality of water 
leaving the SVRA. However, language has been added to DMA Guideline 1.2 to specifically note 
“on-site and downstream” water quality.  

8-6 Please refer to RTC 8-2 and RTC 8-5 above. According to the Clay Pit SVRA Watershed Analysis 
and Action Plan (State Parks 2011a, p. 16 Section 9 Hydrology), Clay Pit has one discharge point 
located at the end of “the main canal that bisects the SVRA from west to east.” This discharge 
point is contained within the Drainage Management Area outlined in the General Plan. Because 
the vast majority of water leaving the SVRA flows to and through this main canal, DMA Goal 1 and 
supporting guidelines which require the development of a parkwide water quality management 
plan are described within the Drainage Management Area section of the General Plan. However, 
this management plan is applicable parkwide across the entire SVRA, not just to the Drainage 
Management Area. In addition, many other goals and guidelines (as outlined in EIR Impact 3.8-2) 
address water quality across the entire SVRA, so the water quality of all water exiting the Clay Pit 
SVRA will be managed during implementation of the General Plan. 

8-7 The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the DFG have been added to the list of 
coordinating entities in DMA Guideline 1.1. 
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8-8 Thank you for providing the report. No activities are anticipated in the General Plan that would 
directly impact this off-site created vernal pool habitat, and implementation of water quality 
improvement guidelines included in the General Plan would ensure that no indirect impacts to 
this habitat would occur as a result of implementation of the General Plan.  

8-9 Clay Pit SVRA contains a three-sided interpretive sign, one panel of which describes the relation 
of Clay Pit SVRA to the creation of Oroville Dam. This comment is also reflected in the 
Interpretation and Education section and related goals and guidelines in the General Plan. Thank 
you for the offer to help; if additional interpretive materials are developed around this subject, 
the OHMVR Division would welcome DWR input. 

  



    3.0 Comments and Responses 

Clay Pit Clay Pit State Vehicular Recreation Area 
Final EIR 3-25 June 2012 

3.9 Letter 9 Dan Love 
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Letter 

9 
Response 

 
Dan Love  
Feather River Rockcrawlers  
February 18, 2012 

 

9-1 Thank you for your input. Extensive public input was received during the development of the 
General Plan, including input regarding the layout of potential new facilities. Although the areas 
of anticipated project improvements depicted in Figure 4-2 “Anticipated Facilities” of the General 
Plan are conceptual and subject to change, the general locations shown were determined to be 
the most beneficial for a variety of visitor groups, and for achieving a balance between 
recreational use of the site and resource protection. The OHMVR Division welcomes your input 
and assistance, and your comments will be taken into account when the specifics of anticipated 
facilities are being developed.  
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3.10 Letter 10 Scott Morgan 
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Letter 

10 
Response 

 
Scott Morgan  
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse  
March 27, 2012 

 

10-1 The State Clearinghouse has indicated that the Draft EIR was routed to selected state agencies for 
review and acknowledges that the OHMVR Division has complied with the State Clearinghouse 
review requirements pursuant to CEQA. No response is necessary.  
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The OHMVR Division will respond to changing and future recreation demand.  
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Chapter 4.0 – Recommended Changes to the Draft General Plan 
and Draft EIR 

This chapter contains recommended revisions to the Draft General Plan and Draft EIR following 

the public review process. Revisions are the result of responses to comments detailed in Chapter 3 

of this document. Text revisions are organized by section and page numbers in the Draft General 

Plan and Draft EIR. Revisions to text are shown with a strikethrough or underline. Text that has a 

strikethrough has been deleted from the Draft General Plan or Draft EIR. Text that has been added 

is presented as single underlined. The Final General Plan may include additional minor revisions 

to ensure accuracy of information presented in the plan. 

GENERAL PLAN REVISIONS 

The following guideline has been added to page 4-21 of the Draft General Plan: 

Water Guideline 4.5 : When designing and locating facilities and restoration projects 

envisioned in the General Plan, consult with the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) 

to ensure that improvements would not contribute to flooding risks, and obtain a Board permit 

as necessary. 

Water Guideline 4.3 on page 4-20 of the Draft General Plan has been revised as follows: 

Water Guideline 4.3: When designing facilities and restoration projects envisioned in this 

General Plan, consider the impervious nature of the native clay soils. Design facilities 

improvements to avoid unwanted ponding and flooding, and resulting mosquito breeding at 

new facilities as a result of poor drainage and soil infiltration.  

DMA Guideline 1.2 on page 4-35 of the Draft General Plan has been revised as follows: 

DMA Guideline 1.2: Identify, design, and implement measures in Clay Pit SVRA that would 

eliminate or minimize potential impacts on water quality, including erosion and 

sedimentation. Define or outline all practices to be used parkwide that could affect water 

quality on-site and downstream. These practices could include practices to be used at fueling 

and maintenance sites; cleanup practices in case of accidental release of pollutants; 

maintenance practices for sediment traps, basins, and swales; and steps to follow when 

adaptive management requires voluntary closures or mandatory closures of sensitive areas.  

DMA Guideline 1.1 on page 4-34 of the Draft General Plan has been revised as follows: 

DMA Guideline 1.1: Coordinate with the Butte County Division of Environmental Health, State 

Water Resources Control Board, Central Valley RWQCB, DWR, DFG, Oroville Municipal Airport, 

and Table Mountain Golf Course to identify potential sources of pollutants, including nonpoint 

sources, entering the SVRA from off-site. Develop management strategies for control of these 
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pollutants, including sediment, lubricants, debris from tire wear, heavy metals, fertilizers, and 

herbicides related to operations at the airport and the golf course, and runoff from Larkin road 

and the adjacent shooting range.  

Section 2.4.2 Public Safety starting on page 2-41 has been revised as follows: 

2.4.2 Public Safety 

One hazard (a gully) is present on the site and is marked with a hazard sign. Vehicle 

collisions at Clay Pit SVRA are relatively infrequent; one collision was recorded in 2010 and 

four collisions were recorded in 2009 (State Parks 2011b). Infrequent dumping of 

hazardous materials has occurred at the SVRA, and the SVRA is located within an approach 

of the adjacent Oroville airport (Cone, pers. Comm., 2012).  

Fire Protection 

Butte County Fire Department (BCFD) is the jurisdictional agency responsible for 

responding to fires within Clay Pit SVRA; however, fire management is provided through 

California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). Butte County contracts 

with CAL FIRE to provide staffing to the BCFD through an annual cooperative agreement. 

Under the terms of this agreement, Butte County funds CAL FIRE professional command, 

fire-fighting, and administrative staff for operations. Through this arrangement, CAL FIRE 

and the BCFD function together as a fully consolidated fire protection agency and provide 

cost-effective fire protection service for Butte County (Butte County 2007:7-22). The 

closest Butte County fire station, Station 7263, is located 4.7 miles northeast of the Clay Pit 

SVRA at 2290 Palermo Road in Palermo 176 Nelson Ave in Oroville (Fowler, pers. Comm., 

2012)., approximately 5 miles southeast of Clay Pit SVRA. … No fire incidents have been 

recorded at Clay Pit SVRA (Buckingham-Garcia, pers. comm., 2010).Infrequent grass fires 

have spread from the DFG shooting range located to the south. Infrequent vehicle fires also 

have occurred in the Clay Pit SVRA, and occasionally have spread to vegetation (Cone, pers. 

comm., 2012).  

Medical Aid 

BCFD responds to 911 calls, and Oroville Ambulance responds to 911 medical aid calls 

originating from within Clay Pit SVRA. On-site SPPOs are trained in emergency responder 

medical aid and typically also serve as first responders to medical emergencies. Medical 

equipment kept on-site in law enforcement vehicles includes oxygen, trauma kits, and 

equipment to assess the extent of injuries, such as blood pressure gauges and stethoscopes.  

Emergency Access/Egress 

Regional emergency access to Clay Pit SVRA is provided by State Route 70 and State Route 

99, while direct access is provided by Larkin Road. There are no formal internal access 
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roads within Clay Pit SVRA boundary. However, an existing entrance road and parking lot 

at the northeastern-most portion of the SVRA provide primary access for emergency 

responders. Overall, Clay Pit SVRA is dominated by open dirt areas that are usually 

accessible by all law enforcement vehicles and most emergency response vehicles. During 

the rainy season sometimes conditions are too wet for typical emergency vehicles to access 

all parts of the SVRA. BCFD has special vehicles available for off-road emergency response 

under these circumstances (Fowler, pers. comm., 2012).  

Chapter 5.0, References, starting on page 5-1 has been revised as follows: 

Cone, Rob. Division Chief. CAL FIRE, Butte County Fire Rescue, Oroville, CA. February 9, 

2012—email to Jennifer Buckingham-Garcia of the OHMVR Division providing comments 

on the Clay Pit SVRA Draft General Plan.  

Fowler, Russ. Battalion Chief (Bat-6). CAL FIRE, Butte County Fire Rescue, Oroville, CA. 

March 3, 2012—email to Jennifer Buckingham-Garcia of the OHMVR Division providing 

comments on the Clay Pit SVRA Draft General Plan.  

Buckingham Garcia, Jennifer. District Services Manager. CA State Parks OHMVR Division, 
Twin Cities District, Rancho Cordova, CA. November 17, 2010—telephone conversation 
with Kim Fettke of AECOM regarding fire history of the Clay Pit SVRA. 

EIR REVISIONS 

The following revision was made to section 4.4.8 Hydrology and Water Quality on page 4-17 of the 

Draft EIR: 

Water quality and hydrology impacts can have widespread effects throughout an entire 

watershed, hydrologic unit, and additional downstream locations. For this reason, the 

analysis of potential cumulative impacts on water quality and hydrology uses the 

cumulative project list and regional growth projections. 

With anticipated regional growth in Butte County, new urban development is likely to 

occur to support the increase in population, creating new impervious surfaces, runoff, 

erosion potential, flooding potential, and pollutant loads. Similar to most other 

development, new facilities at Clay Pit SVRA would also create increased impervious 

surfaces and could result in additional non-point-source runoff and pollution or increased 

risks associated with flooding. In the pit, runoff flows into depressions caused by vehicles, 

creating drainage connections between vernal pools along the riding trails. Eventually the 

water drains to the main drainage canal (State Parks 2011a). Sediment transported during 

precipitation events would decrease water quality within the various drainages 

(particularly the main drainage channel) and vernal pools within the SVRA and off-site in 

the abandoned oxbow of the Feather River, located along the east property boundary. As 
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described in Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” future development and 

improvements within the SVRA would not cause substantial adverse effects on hydrology 

and water quality if the direction is followed from the OHV BMP Manual for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (State Parks 2007), the OHMVR Division’s 2008 Soil Conservation 

Standard and Guidelines (State Parks 2008), and Guidelines DMA 1.1 through 1.3, and 

Guidelines DMA 2.1 through 2.3, and Guidelines 4.1-4.5 of the Clay Pit SVRA General Plan. 

This direction would serve to maintain soil stability and reduce the potential for erosion 

and sedimentation and flooding. All development projects would be required to adhere to 

all applicable permitting requirements regarding water quality and flood reduction, such as 

preparation and implementation of a storm water pollution prevention plan and measures 

required by a Central Valley Flood Protection Board permit, thus minimizing the potential 

for water quality impacts. For these reasons, implementation of the General Plan, including 

construction and operation of the headquarters facilities, would not cause a considerable 

contribution to a cumulatively significant impact on water quality. 
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